Objective: The objective of this investigation was to determine the usefulness of blood cultures in evaluating patients with chorioamnionitis who were treated in accordance with a specific antibiotic protocol.
horioamnionitis is a common and serious complication of labor and delivery, occurring in 5-10% of patients. 1, 2 Complications associated with chorioamnionitis include increased likelihood of cesarean delivery, neonatal sepsis and pneumonia, and persistent postpartum infection. [3] [4] [5] [6] Maternal bacteremia occurs in 5 The mean duration of fever in the bacteremic patients was 2.03 days, and the median was day. For the nonbacteremic patients, the mean and median durations of febrile illness were 1.74 days and day, respectively. These observed differences were not statistically significant. The inpatient cost for a set of aerobic and anaerobic blood cultures at our center is $118.50. Thus, the total cost of blood cultures in our study population was $72,759.00.
DISCUSSION
The rationale for routinely obtaining blood cultures in patients with chorioamnionitis is to guide the selection of antibiotics and to identify more seriously ill patients who may require longer therapy. 
